In Our Hands is a ground-breaking joint initiative by the Negaunee Music Institute at
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Midwest Fine Arts Society, and the Phoenix
Sustainability Initiative of the University of Chicago that harnesses music education
to build climate literacy and empower young musicians to become catalysts for
social advocacy.

This project rethinks how youth engage with classical music by integrating
contemporary issues and interdisciplinary learning into the artistic process.
Students are positioned not only as performers, but as decision-makers who
consider the broader impact of what they present on stage and where they present
it.

We reflect this approach by incorporating climate learning into chamber music
collaboration. Through structured mentorship, guided research, and student-led
artistic planning, young musicians explore how musical expression can respond to
real-world challenges—particularly those shaping their own communities and
futures. By building programs that expand the role of orchestral education beyond
elite spaces, we are able to equip students with the knowledge and confidence to
engage critically with issues that affect their lives.

WHERE MUSIC
MEETS ADVOCACY.

Education

Through workshops with the Phoenix Sustainability Initiative, students engage with
real-world climate issues that bring environmental concepts to life. By exploring
local and global challenges, participants develop the knowledge needed to become
proactive stewards of a sustainable future.

Agency
Artistic programming is driven by students, emphasizing that change starts with
their own agency. By performing music rooted in advocacy, they strengthen their



leadership, grow in confidence, and find their voice as the next generation of
changemakers.

Collaboration

At its core, the project is built on youth-led collaboration. Students perform with and
are mentored by members of the Civic Orchestra of Chicago, creating a vibrant
intergenerational community that unites high school musicians, University of
Chicago students, and emerging professional musicians. This shared space nurtures
connection and a collective commitment to artistic and social impact.



